
Studley Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Council Chamber, Studley Village Hall on Tuesday 
15th July 2008 at 7.30pm.

1.  Chairman declared the meeting open
     
2.  Present     
     Chairman J. Bacon, Vice Chair Mrs S. Redman, P. Beaman, C. Rickhards,
     Mrs M. Woodrow, W. McCarthy, E. Holder, Mrs M. Bell, M. Redman & J. Vale.
     
     District Councillors M. Weddell, Mrs H. Wright.
     Apologies for late arrival County Councillor Mrs H. McCarthy.
     4 members of the public.

3.  Apologies for Absence
     Cllrs Mrs A. Wade & Mrs H. Wersocki.

4.  Declarations of Interest      
     Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.
     Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct which took effect from 8 March 2002 provides that
      they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the
      relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent).  If that interest is prejudicial they should
      withdraw from the room and not seek improperly to influence a decision about that matter.

     Cllr Beaman, Item 6 Local Development Framework Core Strategy – Non - Predjudicial

5.  Public Forum

1. Mr Morgan – Planning Application 60A, Station Road. Previous application refused 
by Stratford District Council and a new one resubmitted. Wishes it to go to the Area 
Planning Committee and requires support from the Parish Council to enable it to have 
a smoother ride. Will no longer have the terracing effect which caused the problem 
on the last plan. Councillors listened to Mr Morgan and thanked him for attending the 
meeting to put his point of view forward. 

2. Studley in Bloom – Justin Sayers thanked the Council for their support but felt the 
Village was not as good as last year. Lampposts are now being painted but there are 
lots of weeds in the gutters that need to be cleared. Fire Station and Dixons to be 
approached for them to tidy up their area, Fly posting by the Sports and Social Club 
has proved to be a real headache. Cllr Mrs Redman or Mr Redman will contact the club 
to try and deter them. Cllr McCarthy suggested to Studley in Bloom that they take the 
judges to the Public Open Space. Everyone invited to attend the working party on 26th 
July.

6.  Karen Johnstone – Stratford District Council Local Development Framework Core  
     Strategy

• Paul Harris of the Planning Policy Team attended with Miss Johnstone.
• The Local Development Framework Core Strategy is to replace the District Council 

Local Plan. In draft form at present and is suggesting where future development may 
be.

• Meeting with all Town and Parish Councils who are affected. Will all have a chance to 
comment in the Autumn.



• In the West Midland Regional Spatial Strategy 17 hectares of employment land 
and 5,600 dwellings suggested to be built over a 20 year period. There could be a 
reassessment of the figures, some uncertainty at present.

• Development to be in Stratford and the larger towns and villages in the Stratford 
District.

• Proposed site for Studley is on land east of Redditch Road, proposed mixed 
development, Business (mostly redevelopment and refurbishment) and 45 dwellings.

• Idea is to put homes and jobs in accessible locations and improve the infrastructure if 
homes and employment is in the same area.

• Parish Council have concerns over the proposals as this a major departure from the 
last Plan as the whole site was allocated for employment use and was taken out of the 
green belt for this reason. Perhaps this could go back into the green belt.

• Not many areas left in Studley to build on.
• The Council feel it is important to retain the gap between Redditch and Studley and 

also retain employment land.
• The biggest employers on the proposed site work 24/7 and there is lots of noise and 

vibration. If houses are built there would be complaints about the noise. There are much 
better sites than this one for housing. Firms from old garage site have also moved over 
to the Needles Factory premises. Two houses on site are already uninhabitable.

• At present all the industry exits and enters via A435 which is already up to capacity and 
this will only exacerbate the problem if new homes and the new Aldi supermarket goes 
ahead. Air quality is still a problem. A housing entrance on to the Redditch Road would 
be a problem.

• The River Arrow is also very near and could be an implication of flooding. 
• Query from Cllr Rickhards if all the existing principles on the existing Local Plan will be 

replaced. It is hoped that they will be built on rather than replace. 
• Winyates Triangle not mentioned, would look at that area before any others. This 

area is being looked at jointly with Redditch. Query as to why SDC should consider 
the needs of Redditch rather than Studley. Not obliged to but need to look at the 
practicalities.

           Written responses by early September.
• Further meeting on Tuesday 22nd July 2008 at 7pm in the Council Chamber to enable 

discussion to take place in more detail.
                
7.  To Pass the Minutes of the Last Meeting
      Accepted and signed as a true record of the last meeting.
      
 8.  Matters Arising (for information only)
      None

 9.  Items for Discussion
      None

10.  Planning Applications for Consideration               
      (Cllr Beaman refrained from Voting)

       08/01561/FUL  Mr M Morgan, 60A Station Road, Studley.
    First floor extension over existing flat roof for bedroom-
                                            including new external open sided cover way to existing    
                                            back door and internal W.C.
    No representation

11. Planning Decisions Received



       None

12.  District and County Council Reports
       Cllr M. Weddell
       Interim Parking Report may charge for some car parks in the Stratford District. If 
       this happens 3 hours free and charges will apply thereafter. The cost of 
       implementation enormous. Should be given cost analysis.

       County Council Report given by Cllr Mrs Helen McCarthy
       Copy to be handed to all Councillors at next meeting.
       LINKS has replaced the CHC. Any person or group can join LINKS and will   
       receive information.
       Alcester Hospital – Looks like it will be redeveloped for two Doctors and
       Diagnostic Resources for the whole area. Cannot see any patient beds. 
       Although the PCT says it is not a financial decision they cannot do both
       therefore the Community patients beds has been lost. To be discussed in
       more detail at next meeting. 
       Summary of report:

• All inspections of the County Council are now finished.  As a member of the Corporate 
Parenting Group met the Joint Area Review Inspectors.

• Studley Fire Station is safe for at least 2 years.  Warwickshire and Hereford & 
Worcestershire have decided to move towards an amalgamated service which will 
produce savings by only having one Chief Fire Office and one HR Department.  Two 
years is only mentioned because two years in anything seems as far as anyone can look 
in today’s uncertain political and financial climate.

• New Strategy called ‘Hear by Right’ which is a self assessment exercise to involve each 
Directorate and eventually the LAA and all partner organisations.  It is intended that all 
young people are listened to about everything that affects them.  There will be a pilot 
Locality Forum for Young People eventually in every area.

• The focus of the County Council at present is ‘narrowing the gap’.  Life expectancy in the 
north of the County is 10 years less than in the south  which in the past had something 
to do with mining but is now more to do with smoking and obesity.  The rate of teenage 
pregnancy is higher in the north of the County, particularly in Nuneaton and Bedworth, 
than in the south but the abortion rate is higher in the south than in the north.  The 
Respect Yourself Campaign Advisory Group is working to reduce both.

• Attended a SACRE conference which involved a number of young people from all over 
the county.  The new RE syllabus is being promulgated.  RE in the county seems to be 
mainly philosophical discussion with religious illustrations.  

13. Correspondence
      SDC
      Min 137   Notification of Review of Premises Licence – Nags Head. Clerk
                      has already written as representation had to be received by 15th

                      July 2008.
      Min 138   Change to new waste collection arrangements from August 2008 
.                     to April 2009. No green bins will be collected from November to
                      April therefore meaning no green waste will go to landfill. The grey
                      bin will be collected on a weekly basis until April. Details will be in the
                      next Review magazine.

      WCC        
 Min  139 Query from Andrew Savage Re: Barley Mow Island and cast iron



                standard in the middle – confirmed it is not historic.
 Min 140  Note from Andrew Savage confirming progress being made on painting 
                of street furniture. Lampposts painted as agreed by the Parish Council
                September 2007. Walkabout on 16th July with Justin Sayers.
 Min 141  Studley Improvement Partnership walkabout. List of areas in need of 
                improvement and repairs. 
               

      Other
      Min 142  Estimates received for felling and lopping of 6 trees and tree surgery
                     on two large Ash trees on Station Road Allotments W.S. Ross & Sons
.                    £2,700 + VAT. Bray Bros £1,850 + VAT. Parish Council are reluctant
                     to fell so many trees. Clerk to invite the Secretary Adrian Smith to next
                     meeting to discuss further.
      Min 143  Letter from Mrs Seys about the poor standard of Burial Ground. Now 
                     much improved . Clerk to arrange for water butts to be repaired again.  
      Min 144  Mr Close Re: Bonfire on Station Road Allotment. First one they have 
                     had this year. Clerk has contacted the Allotment Association to ask 
                     them to resist having bonfires. Email also sent to Mr Close.
      Min 145  Email from Tony Gennoe about the state of the footway on Node Hill
                     and grass cutting. Being dealt with in the SIP meeting.
      Min 146 Letter from Mrs Stewart Re: Footway from Node Hill, grass cutting 
                     opposite Railway pub and hedge bordering house on Highfield Road.
                     Clerk to write.
      Min 147  Mr Smith complaint about the grass cutting around the village. SDC
                     have been contacted and are aware of the poor standard.
      Min 148  £50 donation from Mappleborough Green Parish Council towards the
                     annual payment for the Friday Shopper coach. Letter of thanks to be
                     sent.
      Min 149  Extended Quality Scheme launched for Parish Councils. The update 
                     will give high achieving councils further key roles in empowering
                     local communities. New tests added to reflect the growing influence of
                     Parish and Town Councils. Training is now seen as vital to the long 
                     term development of the Councils and Quality Councils will have to 
                     assess training needs of staff and Councillors.  
  

 Correspondence for Circulation
 Min 150 WMRA Speaking out Magazine
 Min 151 WALC Newsletter
 Min 152 SDC- CCTV monthly report
 Min 153 Standards Board of England The Bulletin Magazine
 Min 154 Clerks and Councils Direct
 Min 155 The Clerk
 Min 156 Urban Landscape Catalogue
 Min 157 WCC Stakeholder Survey results
 Min 158 SDC Parking Enforcement figures. 

14. Committee Reports
       Follow up to Annual Parish Inspection held on Tuesday 8th July at 6.30pm 

• Studley Cemetery much improved and grass has been cut to a satisfactory level. The mole 
man to be called to remove the problem of mole hills.

• War Memorial – concrete behind memorial broken up by tree roots and probably needs to 
be renewed. Very expensive to renew the whole area. Suggestion that the worst parts are 
patched up and maybe put surry seal over the area when WCC back in the area. Would be 



much more cost effective. Surry seal growing through the hedge needs to be dealt with.
• Bus Shelters – all in need of repair. Glass in the middle of the shelter on Alcester road to be 

renewed and the shelter cleaned.
• Shelters by the Royal Oak pub. Rivets in roof to be replaced and painted. The opposite one, 

glass at rear of the shelter to be replaced by reinforced plastic. The shelter on Station Road 
new panel at rear to be replaced and painted to match.

• Public Open Space great strides have been made. Paths cleared for 1⁄4 of a mile. Bridge over 
culvert also cleared. To be covered by mesh to stop anyone slipping in wet weather. Footpath 
for disabled together with radar gates now in place and looks impressive. Benches and litter 
bins to be sited on the path and oak trees have been planted. WCC to return to surface the 
footpath at disabled entrance. Thanks to Bill and his colleagues for all their hard work to bring 
this project to fruition.
 

15. Delegates Reports

Report on the Nature Reserve given by Cllr McCarthy
      Proposals for working party 26th July 2008 10.00am to 3.00pm. 2 Benches,      
      4 litter bins if they have arrived will be installed. Opening day will be 20th 
      September 2008 by the Chairman of Stratford District Council at 3.30pm.
      Brambles have all been burned.      

Cllr Holder:  
Youth Club has closed Junior Club until September as they cannot get 
Volunteers to run the club. CRB could be one of the problems.

16.  Approve Accounts for Payment
       Proposed Cllr Holder that the schedule of cheques for payment be 
       approved, seconded Cllr Mrs Woodrow.  Voting unanimous.
       
       

The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for Tuesday, 5th August 2008

Meeting Closed 9.10pm




