
STUDLEY COMMON NATURE RESERVE 
 

 
 Did you know that Studley has its very own Nature Reserve? It was opened in September 
2008 and covers some 4.3 hectares of land on the north side of St Judes Avenue. It can be accessed 
via the public footpath between  houses Nos 82 and 84 and has a hard surface path to part of the site 
together with benches, waste bins and a dog bin. At present the Reserve is very much in a state of 
development but eventually we hope to have a central wild flower meadow surrounded already by 
hedgerows and some fine mature oak trees. Our next project is to dig a scrape (a shallow pond) for 
the benefit of aquatic life. There is already a stream which flows across the Reserve. 

 
Prior to opening, we cleared a large amount of bramble 
scrub which was enveloping the future wild flower 
meadow and in 2009 local schoolchildren planted wild 
flower plugs for us. We also began a regime of an annual 
grass cut with the mowings being raked off to reduce soil 
fertility; an essential undertaking if wild flowers are to 
flourish. The site already has the locally scarce Pepper 
Saxifrage plant, which is neither a pepper nor a saxifrage 
but a member of the cow parsley family. For bird lovers 
Snipe have been seen and buzzards fly overhead, while 
the sound of the cuckoo can be heard in the summer. It 
also maintains a healthy population of summer butterflies 
such as Meadow Browns, Ringlets and Skippers. 

 
 So come and explore the site for yourself. A path runs around the edges of the Reserve but 
does require suitable clothing and footware according to the season. Adult supervision is also 
recommended for younger visitors. 


